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NEWSLETTER FOR JANUARY 2017 
 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
As I prepared to write these presidential ramblings it struck me that, although I very much feel like 
the new girl, I am now half way through my (first?) year as your president. The committee have 
made my life very easy because many of them have worked much harder than me during quite a 
busy six months. I am incredibly grateful to the society members for their efforts and I hope I don’t 
upset others when I say Duncan deserves special mention here. 
 
This is an exciting time for the society. The society has participated in extremely enjoyable 
activities with the local community; dancing at the Nascot Wood Schools’ Summer Fayre, dancing 
for and with the members of the Sunnyside Club and introducing the 1st Watford Guides and 27th 
Watford  Brownies to the joy of Scottish country dancing. Particular thanks to Rose who was 
teaching when the guides joined us and Jennie who went along to teach the Brownies. What most 
heartened me about these events was the enthusiastic participation of young people. I also noted 
that these events reminded some of the less young participants or onlookers of what fun dancing 
can be and they felt inspired to dance again. In January, our plans include a recruitment drive by 
way of a leaflet drop, beginners/technique classes on Monday nights in Nascot Wood and a ceilidh 
with the Guides and Brownies. I very much hope these events will be supported by our members 
and will attract new members.  
 
This is also a worrying time for the society. Our membership is declining, subscription receipts are 
falling and our dance classes have fewer participants. We have a lovely society and I was 
delighted to join various past presidents at a dinner in Bushey and to chat to several non-dancing  
(although a few did dance) members at my Presidents afternoon in October. I am determined to 
preserve our culture and traditions for future generations and I am fully aware that traditions and 
culture are things that evolve. To pass on the riches of Scottish music, dance and literature we 
must embrace the new. It gives me great pleasure to note that our dance programmes contain 
dances both old and new, the old ones are always new to someone. Please support the society 
however you can; come to our Burns Supper, submit an article for the newsletter, attend our 



dance classes, share memories/ mementoes for our forthcoming centenary, attend our Ball or 
simply tell your friends about us and encourage them to participate. 
 
Our dancing teachers and MCs have made dance classes very enjoyable. Our Thursday night 
classes are taught or lead on a rota by a mixture of qualified RSCDS teachers and experienced 
social dancers. We are lucky to have quality teaching and to receive instruction on etiquette and 
technique in addition to learning new (or having our memories refreshed about) figures and 
dances. Our teachers and MCs do a great job and I would like to say a big thank you to Ken, 
Rose, Deborah, Stuart, Jennie and Judy. From January, we will offer the facility to pay for classes 
on a termly basis. This will help us to have some certainty about income to cover our costs, it will 
however still be possible to pay weekly. 
 
I take this opportunity to wish you and your loved ones a very Merry Christmas and a Guid New 
Year. Lang may yer lum reek!  look forward to meeting up with as many of you as possible in 
2017. 
 
Morag Wilshere 
 
OUTSTANDING ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS 
 
Quite a number of subscriptions are outstanding. The standard subscription is £7 for members 
below retirement age but we welcome subscriptions from all members if they feel able to make a 
contribution. Cheques can be sent to Alison Middleton, 4 Elmcote Way, Croxley Green, WD3 3HP; 
or can be given to any Committee Member if you are attending the Christmas dance. 
 
CLUB CENTENARY 
 
The Club celebrates its 100th anniversary in 2019. I’m sure members will have many materials and 
mementoes from the past which we would like to compile in a comprehensive and lasting account 
of the Club’s history. Duncan McNiven is co-ordinating a small sub-committee to look at all this. If 
you have material you are prepared to make available please email him with the details at 
duncanmcniven@gmail.com 
 
PRESIDENT’S AFTERNOON 
 
Our President hosted a very enjoyable afternoon on 30th October at the Nascot Wood Recital Hall. 
She provided a sumptuous tea, and there was a lot of convivial conversation and some simple 
dances to round off the afternoon. 
 

 



 
 
 
 
SUNNYSIDE CLUB 
 
On 15th November six of our dancers visited the Sunnyside Club in Croxley Green for adults with 
learning difficulties. We began by dancing De'il Amang the Tailors and Wind on Loch Fyne for 
them, then encouraged club members and helpers to join in a number of ceilidh dances. The 
response was very good. Club members were enthusiastic and were able to get into the rhythm of 
the music and to follow the pattern of the dances. By the end of the session they needed little 
prompting to get up for the next dance, and it seems that some joined in who normally hold 
themselves apart from club activities. I think our dancers found the experience rewarding: it was 
good to be reminded what a valuable and beneficial thing we have to share with others. We should 
not be afraid to do more of this. A big thanks to dancers Jenny, Judy, Morag, Stuart and Zena, and 
to Rose for letting us pick her brains. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
WORKING WITH THE GUIDES AND BROWNIES 
 
On 1st  December the Society entertained around 25 Guides from the Leggatts Way Branch. This 
was a new initiative for the Society and represented an attempt to invest in the future. The Guides 
responded enthusiastically to the dances and instructions ably masterminded by Rose, supported 
by several Society members. Rose started with a Circassian Circle and then demonstrated skip 
changes of step and slip steps with the Guides practicing the steps. She then moved on to 
demonstrating simple formations and progression principles in a dance called “Jig to the Music". 
During the break past President Duncan McNiven noted that Scottish dances were originally 
written by young people who then performed the dances. But now Scottish dancing was 
increasingly enjoyed by older people so Duncan hoped that the Guides would get a taste of how 
wonderful Scottish dancing was and would participate in the future. Following the break, we had a 
fun round of the Flying Scotsman. Rose then introduced the principles of Strathspey travelling and 
setting and then walked through a dance which she had specially written for the occasion – the 



“Leggats Lasses” – which then had its world premiere! On 5th December Jennie Hartley and other 
Society members taught 34 Rainbows, Brownies, Young Leaders and Guiders. They learnt the 
"Circassian circle", then tried the first step of the "Highland Fling". Following that the "Flying 
Scotsman" and the "Cumberland Reel" were learnt. By the end of the evening the girls were 
getting the hang of the movements and were tired after all that dancing. After all this activity, we 
can all look forward to a Ceilidh with the Guides and Brownies early in the new year (see dates for 
your diary) 
 
 
 
CHRISTMAS DANCE 
 
A very enjoyable time was had by all at the dance on 15th December. Wonderful music from Ken 
Martlew and Barbara Manning all ably put together by our MC, Stuart Kreloff. 
 

 
 
 



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
(i) New Year’s walk, 8th January 
 
A slight twist this year. As part of our recruitment effort, we will be delivering promotional leaflets 
around Nascot Wood and the Cassiobury estate. We will start at Morag’s house, 16 Molteno 
Road, Watford WD17 4UD at 1030. We will punctuate the morning with a pub visit and a treasure 
hunt along the way finishing back at Morag’s house where she has promised us soup and cake.  
 
(ii) Family Ceilidh, 13th January 
 
Following on from our involvement with the Brownies and Guides, the latter are hosting a family 
Ceilidh starting at 1930 at St Mark’s Church, Leggatts Way, Watford WD24 5NQ. Malcolm Ferris-
Lay will be the caller and the Society will assist with the recorded music. All members of the 
Society are welcome and encouraged to attend. 
 
(iii) Burns night supper, 27th January 
 
The Burns night supper will be held at the Town and Country Club, Rosslyn Road, Watford WD18 
0JX. The father of the President will recite the immortal memory. A booking form is being sent out 
with this newsletter. 
 
(iv) Gerrards Cross tea dance, 22nd January 
 
This will be held at the Gerrards Cross Memorial Centre, East Common SL9 7AD. Dances will be 
walked and talked through. Tickets are £8.50. Please bring a plate of refreshments to share. Music 
will be provided by Ken Martlew and Barbara Manning. www.gxsscottish.org 
 
(v) New Year Ceilidh, 29th January 
 
This is a ceilidh run by the church.  It will be held from 3 to 6pm at the URC Church Hall 
Beaconsfield HP9 1LW. Music will be provided by Craigevar and the dances will be called by Rose 
Kreloff. Tickets are £8.50 including refreshments. Rose says it will be  a very nice afternoon with 
both ceilidh and Scottish dancing if there are enough dancers in the room. There are songs, 
recitations and people play instruments. A rather splendid tea is also provided. 
 
(v) Caledonian Ball, 18th March 
 
The Ball will be held at the Allum Hall and Manor House, 2 Allum Lane, Borehamwood, WD6 3PJ. 
There will be a rehearsal at the Nascot Wood recital hall on the afternoon of 5th March from 2 to 
5pm. 


